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Shortest to tallest

Teach your youngster abour measuring and comparing
heighrs with this activiry.

Have family members lie down one at a time. and let your
child use yam to measure them. Help him lay a different color
yamn beside each person, from head to e, and carefully cur it
to fit. Then, have him line up colored markers end-to-end
alongside each piece of yarn and write down each person’s
height: “Ethan is 9 markers tall.” “Mom is 13 markers tall.”

To compare the heights, tape everyone's yam to a wall,
from the floor up. You can work on math vocabulary by dis-
cussing the results, “Who is the tallest person in our family?”
“Who is the shortest?” “Who is taller—Mom or Dad?”

Tip: If you don’t have enough markers, try spoons, straws,
or juice boxes thar are the same length.

Mix-and-match smoothies

Turn breakfast or snack
time into a problem-solving
adventure. Set out smoothie
ingredients, and ask your
child how many ways she
could combine them.

For instance, you might
put out two types of yogurt
(vanilla, banana). two kinds
of berries (strawberries,
blueberries}, and rwo flavor-
ings (honey, chocolate syrup). Then, help yvour youngster
write a menu listing all the combinations. Examples: Vanilla-
Strawberry-Chocolate, Banana-Blucberry-Honey, How many
different smoothies can your child find? (Solution: 2 yogurts
x 2 berries x 2 flaverings = 8 smoothies.)

Finally. let each family member choose a smoothie, and
whip them up together. Bon appétit!
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Morning,
noon, or night ...
it’s always math
time! Make every
moment count by
adding math

practice to your
family’s daily life.

Math in the bath

Help your child sharpen arithmetic skills with this version
of the “Duck Pond” camival game. Gather 10 rubber ducks
or other floaring toys, such as boats. Use a permanent marker
1o write a number. 1-10, and the corresponding number of
dots, on the bortom of each.

Floar the toys in the bathtub. Have your youngster pick up
two and add the numbers on the
bottom (example: 2 + 3 = 3)
Tip: He can count the dots, one
by one, to reach the total. When
he says the answer. have
him pur the two
ducks on the
side of the rub
and pick two
more. Continue
until all of the ducks
have been chosen.

Variation: Play this game outside in a wading pool or with
a bucker of water.

Laundry geometry

‘Which shapes can your youngster make while folding
sheets and towels? Lec her practice geometry while she helps
you with laundry chores

Ask her to fold a square washcloth to make a triangle.
Have her unfeld it, then fold it in a different way to create a
rectangle

Next, see if she can fold a rectangular towel or pillowcease
to make a square. Once the linens and towels are all folded,
have her sort them into piles of squares, rectangles. and
rriangles — and help you put them away.
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